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To
The Coordinator IQAC
Gautam College of Pharmacy
Hamirpur HP

Subject - Permission for organizing a Group discussion on COVID-19 Pandemic on 28

September 2022 in Campus.
Respected Sir,

I am writing to inform you about an upcoming event that we are planning to organize at Gautam
College of Pharmacy on Group discussion on COVID-19 Pandemic.

The details of the event are as follows:

Date: 28 Sep 2022

Time: 11:30am-12:30pm

Venue: Gautam College of Pharmacy Hamirpur
Organized by: Gautam College of Pharmacy Hamirpur

On 28 Sep 2022, Gautam College of Pharmacy, Hamirpur organized a Group discussion on
COVID-19 Pandemic on its premises.

e COVID-19 pandemic, exploring its impact.on public health,
| health. The objective was to analyze the responses to the
d consider future strategies for pandemic

The group discussion focused on th
the economy, education, and menta
pandemic, discuss the ongoing challenges, an
preparedness and recovery.

We look forward to your positive response an
pedagogic one.

d active participation in making this event a

Yours sincerely,

Saweta Kumari 04
Assistant Professo 00\\7})
Pharmacology
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IQAC Coordinator &

irector o
f:;c:gr cum Principal

Gautam College cf Pharmacy
Hamirpur (H.P)
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Subject: Permission for organizing a Group Discussion on 28 Sep 2022 in Campus.

We are pleased to announce that Gautam College of Pharmacy will are organizing an event
Group discussion on COVID-19 Pandemic on 28 Sep 2022 on in Campus.

Event Details:

Date: 28 Sep 2022

Time: 11:30am-12:30pm

Venue: Gautam College of Pharmacy Hamirpur
Organized by: Gautam College of Pharmacy Hamirpur
Venue: Gautam College of Pharmacy Hamirpur

On 28 Sep 2022, Gautam College of Pharmacy, Hamirpur organized a Group discussion on
COVID-19 Pandemic on its premises. ‘The group discussion focused on the COVID-19
pandemic, exploring its impact on public health, the economy, education, and mental health. The
objective was to analyze the responses to the pandemic, discuss the ongoing challenges, and
consider future strategies for pandemic preparedness and recovery.

We look forward to your active participation.

Thank you.

R
Director cum Principal

A | & | Gautam Collsge of Pha
Event Co%'\:l natprs Organizing Secreto /IQAC Head Hamiv])ir%t%% armacy
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Organized by : Gautam College of Pharmacy Date: 28/09/2022
Supported by : IQAC , .

A. group discussion on the COVID-19 pandemic was conducted on 28-sep-2022. The goal of the
discussion was to assess the pandemic’s impact, evaluate responses, and explore future
strategies.

KEY DISCUSSION POINTS
A. Health Impact

- Initial Response: Participants noted that early responses to the pandemic varied widely.
Countries with strong public health infrastructures were generally able to manage the
crisis better initially.

o Healthcare Strain: There was consensus that healthcare systems worldwide faced severe
strain, with critical shortages in ICU beds, medical supplies, and healthcare workers.

e Mental Health: The discussion highlighted the long-term mental health impact,
including increased rates of anxiety, depression, and other mental health disorders. The
need for mental health support services was emphasized.

B. Economic Consequences

« Economic Downturn: Economists discussed the widespread economic downturn caused
by lockdowns and reduced consumer spending. Sectors such as tourism, hospitality, and
retail were particularly hard hit. _

o Government Stimulus: The effectiveness of government stimulus packages was
debated. While such measures were crucial for immediate relief, there were concerns

about long-term fiscal impacts and debt.
o Inequality: The pandemic exacerbated existing economic inequalities, with lower-

income and marginalized communities suffering disproportionately.

C. Educational Impact

o Remote Learning Challenges: Educators shared experiences regarding the shift to
remote learning. Challenges included technology access, digital literacy, and maintaining

student engagement,
« Learning Loss: Concerns about significant learning losses and widening educational

gaps were discussed. Strategies for mitigating these losses and addressing educational
inequalities were proposed.

D. Public Health Measures
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~ Vaccination Rollout: The group reviewed the global vaccination effort, noting successes
such as the rapid development of vaccines and their effectiveness in reducing severe
cases. However, issues such as vaccine hesitancy and distribution inequities were also
highlighted.

« Public Compliance: Discussions included the role of public compliance with health
measures like masking and social distancing. The impact of misinformation and varying
government policies on compliance was examined.

E. Variants and Future Preparedness

« Emergence of Variants: The emergence of new variants, such as Delta and Omicron,
was a key topic. Participants discussed how these variants impacted transmission rates

and vaccine efficacy.

« Pandemic Preparedness: The discussion underscored the importance of strengthening
global pandemic preparedness. Recommendations included improving surveillance
systems, enhancing international cooperation, and investing in health infrastructure.

DIFFERING PERSPECTIVES

A. Optimistic Views

e Some participants were optimistic about the future, citing the rapid development of
vaccines and improved treatments as significant achievements. They argued that the
experience has strengthened global health systems and highlighted areas for future

improvement.
B. Critical Views

« Others were more critical, focusing on the inequities exposed by the pandemic and the
slow response in some regions. They emphasized that while vaccines and treatments are

crucial, systemic issues such as global health disparities need urgent attention.

C. Focus on Long-Term Implications

« Several participants stressed the importance of focusing on long-term implications,
including the need for sustainable economic recovery, ongoing support for mental health,
and educational reform to address the impacts of disrupted learning.

RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Strengthening Healthcare Systems
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« Invest in healthcare infrastructure and workforce training to better prepare for future
health crises.

» Enhance global collaboration to ensure equitable access*to medical resources and
vaccines. T

B. Addressing Economic and Social Inequities

» Implement policies to support economically vulnerable populations and address the
widening inequality gap exacerbated by the pandemic.
« Promote initiatives to support mental health and well-being.

———

C. Improving Educational Qutcomes

« Develop strategies to mitigate learning losses and support students and educators in
adapting to new educational environments.
« Address digital divides to ensure equitable access to education technologies.

D. Enhancing Pandemic Preparedness

« Improve global surveillance and early warning systems for emerging diseases.
. TFoster international cooperation and research to better understand and respond to future

pandemics.
CONCLUSION

The group discussion on the COVID-19 pandemic provided valuable insights into the
multifaceted impacts of the crisis and the varied responses to it. While acknowledging the
progress made, participants emphasized the need for continued efforts to address the ongoing
challenges and prepare for future public health emergencies.

A
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ATTENDANCE SHEET

Group discussion on COVID-19 Pandemic on 28 September 2022
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